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BY MEGAN ABIGAIL CHANDLER

All in the Family
205 CQueen Street

wen howses outlive people and

memaries outlive dreams, homes

can become part of us as much as

our families are. It is a rare occur-

rence, bur in cur histonc land-
scape, these family member homes are often
unturned stones with stones seeping cur like moss
after rain,

Such is the story of the Denaldson home, tucked
back off of the warer just far enough for the breeze o
brush the house, Sicing comfortably on Queen
Srreet in the O0d Village, this home has scen a cenru-
ry of newhorns, deaths, hurricanes and sunshine

Construceed in 1905, 10 is currendy the residence
of downtown-based interier decorator Margaret
Dromaldson and her husband Rob, They have folded
ther lives scamlessly wich her hushand’s family histo-
ry, and luckily enough, on the dare of my visit, Mr FHOTOGRAPHS 87 BLAR HALFORD
Diomaldson, Sr., was able o regale me with some stores Tvoum Mat soecin dooy, so carefully picked by Mr. Domakison, Ses gramdparems, e wiew fo
of his grandparents building the lovely home in Mount W8 mamsh [ imparafiafed
Pleasant, As he rells ir, "I've been on this street the
majorty of my life”

Mr. Donaldson’s grandfacher oamed Hobcaw Barony originally, and upon selling ic he rented a carriage with his wife and mode down
the beach {roday thar beach is a comingling of lawn and marsh). ®When they gor wo the bluff where the house stands now, his grand-
maother just had to have it Thus, the family purchased the lor and divided it so thar they could build their dream home and thar each
child could have a parcel. Today, of the four original divisions, they sall vam wo,

Growing up in thar home, multiple generations shared the walls ar any given rime, Building boars on the porch, which formerly
wrapped around the construct before the 2009 renovarion, was the family's pastime. There were a tonal of three boars fashioned on the
front porch, with render loving care, as the builder looked our w the ocean, craving a ride on the waves, First, as Mr. Donaldson
explains, his Uncle Malcom buile ar 24-foor catamaran. Then came the 21-foor scow called the Curry Comb. Finally, Mr. Donaldson
used the scrap lumber he found by climbing the grear Oak our front to scour the ocean and look for floating debris from a demolished
Fort Moulwic to build a 13-foot scow he called the Jolly Roger.

Bur, even a home in the hands of a carpenter can experience wear and rear. As all homes age with the people who buile them, the
Daonaldson home has not escaped such a fare, Thar is why they called on Bob Fleming of Classic Remodeling to handle cheir prized
house. Margarer, being an interior decorator, had worked with him on many projeces and knew the caliber of his work was sorong
enough o trust him with her home,

5o they redid the sagging ransoms above the doorways in the living rmoom and ook our old bead board. Rob didn’t wane o dhrow
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waiting to be reinstalled. The wrap-around porch was cue off o
expand the back areas of the house, and now the porch is relegared
tos the frone, simply allowing the joys of the river instead of the
intrusion of lecking upen a neighbor.
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front doar is original o the home, as it was found Aoating along ciewer dacorator, fras left family helnooms fo @4 ko the decor of her howse, and dn
the river, 5.11-.-'.@;\:] h:.' W, Dhomaldson's g‘r.1n-r]r':rr|'u'r. around which dong 50 she malntaing dhve fewl of anbiguily Hrowgly fhe residence. Tiis &5 a special
the home was hult of course, |'|1|.ri|1§ the renowvation process it has  roov B of ivediies past amnd presenl, and s fhose el b e
.I'H'I.'II I'l.'ITII'”-I'I.'I 'I.'.I'Irl'l rI'II.' LITITNEISE CAne &5 1r i‘ F.'I.TT l.:IFTI'II.' |.'.|1r|r.i|.'n"r IIF
r|1r ]1||I1'||.' ",

Furnioure is oniginal te the residence, and memories are not in
short supply, A gardener himself, Mr, Donaldsen explains the
Hikyear-old hydrangea thar suraved Hurricane Hogo and =+



the recent renovation thar sits off to the side of the home, He cur
preces of it to give to his sisters and children: then he replanted i,
and it still thrves as much as it ever did

It 15 as if history scands soll on this let, As Fleming describes che
home, "It is a funky hede house thar was added e over ome,” With
a cenrury of memories in i walls, ne renovation can shake the home
of it deligheful atmosphere, The sunsees leak into the onginal win-

dows, which Fleming saved o preserve the fecling the home exudes
Ohver time, more Donaldsen generanons will know whart it s like o
climb the oak out front or build a boar on the porch, Meoving walls
and screens and glass dossnt make a house a home; 10 is the stornes
thar the walls and screens and glass recain thar make this residence
what it is and always wall be,
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The kitchen, for many, is the beart of a bomne, A place of reasswrance and welcorne to family and friemds,
rrieivgg art, Flowever you view it we can

Add space or find it. Lend warmth and sase. Tell ses your wision. And ser it well done.
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Margaret and Rob's house in fhe Oid Wilage axudes the comforts of Mead-4 quarters with 2 stary n svary hallway: The baat-bulding parc i guardad faith-
Ty by tha Donaisons’ sweet polden relmever
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